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Despite “all the loose talk’ of |
criminal activity by the Central In- |
telligence Agency, not enough evi- ;
dence has been found “to ccivince
any grand jury in the United States '
to indict any CIA member,” railed
retiring CIA Deputy Director Lt. |
Gen, Vernon A. Walters,

“The impression is that the Great
CIA REar is listening to everybody .
and the Great Eye is reading every-
body’s’ ¥aail,” grumbled Walters
Tuesday before about 80 members |
and guests of the Palm Beach Kiwa-
nis Club at the Breakers Hotel.

But the fact remains that while
CIA has been charged with conduct- -
ing 32 illegal wiretaps in its 27-year
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.history, the wiretaps were used only
_against other CIA agents suspected :

of taking documents home or other
wrong-doing, he said.
“And the .nly mail opened was
mail going to or coming from the So-
viet Urion, the Communist bloc, or
China,” Walters explained. “Every
one of those letters was either

was going to be when it got there.
And nearly all this activity you read

early 60s when we had a much
greater sense of urgency about the
{Cornrunist) threat.” -

Walters, 59, who will be making
his home in Palm Beach later this
month, was nominated by President
Richard Nixon to the number two
CIA post and confirtned by the Sen-
ate in 1972.

He was replaced Wednesday as
deputy director by E, Henry Knoche,
the agency’s associate deputy direc-
tor.

Despite critics’ claims that today’s
covert intelligence operations wouldk
shock our founding fathers, Walters
rattled off a Who’s Who list of prom- !
inent Armericans who themselves:
participated in what could be dubbed
“immeoral, unAmerican’’ activities.

“George Washington was probably
the greatest reader of other people’s
mail in American history,” Walters |
said.

Washington also staged three sepa-
rate ‘kidnapping attempts against
branded traitor Benedict Arnold, and
“I think we all know what he in-|
tended to do with Benedict Arnold|
when he got hold of him.” o

Benjamin Franklin, who was assis-

America three years pri&pl&roﬂﬁq
American Revolution, “just opened ;
that British mail like crazy,” Wal- ]
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“kooks’’ and ‘‘fascists’’ and wallow-

ing in the agency’s transgressions, .

the American people have to face up

" to the real issue, he said.
*‘The real issue is do the American :
people want to have an effective in-,
telligence service so we will not -
have to stumble blindly along until .
the day when we have to face the’

alternative between ahject humilia-
tion or nuclear blackmail,” Walters
thundered. “If the CIA fails, who
will watch out fur freedom?”

In a question and answer session,
Walters said he believes there is an
organized camvaign to discredit the
CIA, but he dismiszed theories that a
hostile American media are being
“inspired’’ and ‘‘paid-off”’ by foreign
powers.

“The American media are not
comprised of foreign agents. That is
a preposterous. idea,” he said. “‘But

derogatot'y to us. There is nothing as
effective against the United States

" Instead of labeling CIA agents as
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Retiring CIA Dep-

Gen. Vernon A.
Walters spoke this

bers of the Palm
Beach Kiwanis
Club at the Break-
ers Hotel.

Phote by MORT KAYE

L .
and the agency as a derogatory
quote from an American.”

Upon questioning, Walters ex-
, plained in his closing remarks how
 the Nixon White House had at-
temnpted to involve him and the Cla
in the Watergate cover-up.

According to Walters, then White
House counsel John Dean had called
Walters to ask if he would pay the
~bail of the ariested Watergate bur-

glars and theitr salariec gut of serret.
- CIA funds.

“1 said I would not,” relaies Wal-
ters. ‘“‘He called me again, aud !
said, ‘If you ask me again. I will re-

- sign and will go to the President anc
tell him why I am resigning.”

In his testimony hefore the Senate
Watergate Committee, Dean rslated
that after Walters refused his re-
quest; Dean went to then White

-Iieuse aide John Ehrlichman .né
gsaig, “Walters won't play tail.”
Ehrlichman replied, "“He forgsts
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At that point, every major newspa-/
per in the United States stopped the’
verbatum-quote of Dean’s testiriony, '
Walters complained, But the Con--
gressional Record shows ihat John
Dean’s next statement was, ‘‘I.was
ashamed to go back to G=peral Wal-|
ter: the second time siuce he had:
been g0 explicit (in his refusal) the
first time,"

“By an extracidinary coinci-
dence,” snapped Walters, “‘every
newspaper reporting the testimony
stopped at, ‘Go back and lean on
him.’ T found that an unusual coinci-
dence.” :
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